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Each Tuesday Night  
6:30pm for 7.00pm Villa 
Noosa Hotel   390 Gibson 
Rd, Noosaville           

The Secretary     
PO Box 390 Noosa 
Heads QLD   4567      

If unable to attend 
contact Charles Priest 
on Ph 5474 2322 
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Inside this issue: 

Synchronized NIDs launched 
across West Africa 
In a swift and aggressive response to 
a new polio outbreak spreading from 
Nigeria to neighbouring countries, 
hundreds of thousands of volunteers 
and health workers in Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Ghana, Niger, and Togo started a 
three-day immunization campaign on 
22 October. According to a joint press 
release from the partners of the 
global polio eradication initiative, the 
synchronized National Immunization 
Days will cost more than US$10 mil-
lion.  

Genetically traced to northern Nige-
ria, the outbreak paralysed nearly a 
dozen children in Burkina Faso, Ghana, 
Niger, and Togo and is putting 15 mil-
lion children in those countries at risk. 
To check another case recently re-
ported in Chad, similar campaigns are 
planned in that country and Cameroon 
for mid-November.  

Cantered around the state of Kano, 
the polio-infected states in Nigeria 
have re-infected other areas of the 
country, most worryingly the city of 
Lagos with its 10 million inhabitants. 
Epidemiologists attribute the marked 
increase in cases in Nigeria to insuffi-
cient coverage during both polio immu-
nization campaigns and routine ser-
vices.  

In at least one state, as few as 16 per-
cent of children have been sufficiently 
immunized against polio. A difficult 
socio-religious environment has se-
verely compromised the quality of po-
lio campaigns and helped spread ru-
mours about the safety of the oral 
polio vaccine. 

"Nigeria is now the country with the 
greatest number of polio cases in the 

(Continued on page 2) 

Polio campaign targets 
2.1 million Ethiopian 
children 
More than 2.1 million children 
are targeted in a house-to-
house polio campaign going on 
in Ethiopia, which has not had 
a case of polio since 2001 but 
remains at risk of re-infection 
from countries in the region 
that still harbour the poliovi-
rus.  

Officially launched by the 
country's health ministry on 17 
October, the week of Sub Na-
tional Immunization Days 
(SNIDs) is being carried out in 
Ethiopia's federal states of 
Afar and Southern Nations 
Nationalities and Peoples Re-
gion (SNNPR) that share bor-
ders with war-torn Somalia 
and Sudan. 

Rotarians are working along-
side more than 10,000 health 
workers and volunteers to en-
sure that the oral polio vaccine 
reaches all the areas under 
coverage. About 100 visiting 
Rotarians from Canada, the 
European Union, and the 
United States participated in 
the early phase of the cam-
paign.  

"Rotarians are participating 
mainly in the transportation of 
vaccinators, but they are also 
helping with delivery and ad-
ministering of the polio vac-
cine. They are also distributing 
polio eradication T-shirts and 
caps," says Shifarraw Bizuneh, 
chairman of Ethiopia's Na-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Board of Directors  

world," says Dr. David Heymann, representative of the Director-
General for Polio Eradication, WHO. "Polio and other infectious dis-
eases know no national boundaries. We face a grave public health 
threat, and our goal of a polio-free world is in jeopardy." 

Senior epidemiologists from the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
convened a high-level meeting with the Nigerian minister of health at 
the end of September, at which the minister provided his assurance 
and commitment to eradicate polio in Nigeria by the end of 2004.  

"Nigeria is the most populous nation in the region, and in many ways it 
has been a good neighbour, contributing to peacekeeping in West Af-
rica," says UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy. "Now it has an-
other crucial role to play in the region, and that is stomping out polio 
once and for all. We need all Nigerians, particularly community lead-
ers, to step up and do their part to end polio." 

(Continued from page 1) 

"Because of the tremen-
dous progress made in 
2002, the polio eradication 
tactics and resources were 
shifted in 2003 to focus 
on just those few remain-
ing countries which re-
mained endemic," says Dr 
Bruce Aylward, WHO's 
global coordinator for the 
polio eradication initiative. 
"But the situation in Nige-
ria is now forcing us to go 
back to countries which 
had already eliminated po-
lio." 

Despite the apparent set-
back, epidemiologists are 
convinced polio can be 
eradicated from Nigeria. 
"Much of the country was 
already polio-free for over 
two years, including Lagos," 
says Dr. Walter Orenstein, 
director national immuniza-
tion program at the US 
Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC). 
"The challenge now is to 
increase the quality of po-
lio campaigns in the key 
endemic areas of the Nige-
ria, and reach all children 
during activities." 

RI President Jonathan Ma-
jiyagbe has pledged Ro-
tary's continued support 
for efforts to wipe out 
polio. "Today, I call on the 
international community to 
urgently provide the nec-
essary funds as quickly as 
possible — for the sake of 
the children across west-
ern Africa," he says. 
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New Hampshire club aims at lasting com-
munity legacy 
The Rotary Club of Milford, New Hampshire, USA, 
regularly gives back to the local community through 
activities such as organizing barbeques for senior 
citizens and involvement with the Boys and Girls 
Club.  

But to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Rotary's 
founding, the club wanted to provide the community 
with something that would make a tangible, lasting 
impression. So, members voted to help build a new 
recreational park at the town's entrance. 

"This park will be a long-standing addition to the 
community," says George Infanti, who heads the 
club's centennial project committee. "It will make a 
huge difference in the town's appearance." 

The Livermore Association, a local non-profit or-
ganization, currently owns the lot and the adjacent 
community house where the Milford club meets. The 
association, which holds the property in trust for 
the community, agreed to let the club use it for the 
centennial project. 

"We thought there would be no better way to leave 
a legacy behind than to help clean up that prop-
erty," says Colleen Moynihan, the club's president-
elect. "Everyone in the community will be able to 
take advantage." 

Fundraising for the project is under way. Already, 
the club has received US$25,000 from Rotarian 
and non-Rotarian donations toward an estimated 
cost of $100,000. Infanti says his club has dis-
cussed other fundraising ideas, such as selling com-
memorative bricks for $50 to remember deceased 
Rotarians and other members of the community.  

Replacing two rundown tennis courts, the park will 
feature cobblestone walkways, granite benches, 
wrought iron fencing, plants, shrubs, and flowers. 
The design will be similar to a park built in Keene, 
New Hampshire. Construction will begin in early 
2004 and should end within the year.  

"It should look really beautiful, especially because 
our town was just recently renovated," Infanti said. 
"It will just enhance the town that we already love." 

"[The park] will be great because now Rotary can be 
a permanent presence," Moynihan says. "People can 
visit and say 'this is Rotary's." 

Coming Events:  
October - Vocational Service 
29 Wed Eumundi Markets - The Mini raffle. 

29 Wed Melbourne Cup Sweep Tickets Village 
Fair 10-1 & 1-4 HELP really needed, see Gail.  

30 Thurs Noosa Par #3, 6:30am Tee off. 

30 Thurs Melbourne Cup Sweep Tickets Tewantin 
10-1 & 1-4 HELP really needed, see Gail.  

30 Thurs Melbourne Cup Sweep Tickets Cooroy 
10-1 & 1-4 HELP really needed, see Gail.  

November 

1 Sat Eumundi Markets - Mini raffle. 

4 Tues Giddi-Up Melbourne Cup at Noosa Lakes 
Resort. Includes 3 course scrumptious lunch tickets 
$55pp. Committee & HELP required, see Gail. 

15 & 16 Sat, Sun Car Hill Climb - See Ernie 

28 loading Container at Wacol—donations in Kind 
see Jim Gregg. 

Jan 31 Sat & Feb 1 Sun SCGR two day event at 
Noosa Springs $60pp, Gary Dillon Mooloolaba.  

Presidents Report: 

Last week our guest speaker was the very enter-
taining and polished Val Smart. He enlightened many 
of us on Noosa’s history and growth over the last 
30 years and what a very special place we have 
here. The danger of over exploiting its resources 
and natural beauty. In his quote of quotes Val re-
minded us to “Make sure your dreams remain more 
important than your memories”, thankyou Val. 

We have been offered the opportunity to house the 
Mini at The Warehouse in Noosaville by Daren Cook 
(owner) for two weeks in December. This is an out-
standing opportunity to wined up tickets sales for 
Christmas. So please reserve a day or half a day to 
LEND A HAND.   

Remember no meeting on Tuesday the 4th as it’s 
Melbourne Cup Day, see you all there. 
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  Duty Roster 
 Date Chairperson  Set-up/Down   Greeters     Doug’s Door 

Oct  28  G. Leadley   A. Broadbent    D. Daebritz  D. Murray           
        J. Byrne     J. Duncan  H. Flewellen 

Nov  11   J. Gregg     H. Schroeder   P. Lynch  D. Murray           
        B. Hunt     R. Locke  R. Smart 

Fellows - if you can not manage your duty please arrange a substitute. 

Tonight 
The President Elect Mark Boulter and Members 

extend a warm WELCOME to visiting Rotary 
Members, Partners & Guests. 

7pm Chairperson ▫ Geoff Leadley  

▫Rotary Grace     

▫The Loyal Toast 

  Guest Speaker ▫ Judy Waugh 

‘Photography’ 

 The Sergeants ▫ Jo Dillon & Donna Lethborg 

▫Directors Reports  

▫Toast to Rotary International  

Closing of meeting with the ▫National Anthem  

Birthday’s & Anniversaries 

CONGRATUTATIONS TO:  

 

Birthday: 

Nov 2 David Wright 

The Scorpio Man ”He has high standards 
and he chooses his friends wisely. He’s a 

no nonsense man” 

Club Anniversary: 

Nov 3 Ernie Benn 

Wise Words of Rotary.. 

Vocational Service Month 

Jonathan Majiyagbe included in his mes-
sage regarding Vocational Service Month: 

RI President Jonathan Majiyagbe said “But 
however, creative or innovative you are 

about vocational service it is equally impor-
tant to share with your local business com-

munity our venerable THE FOUR WAY 
TEST. 

I know of Rotarians in Africa who have 
even circulated copies of the FOUR WAY 
TEST among members of their national 
parliament. Likewise, a framed copy of 

Declaration for Rotarians in Business Pro-
fessionals on your office wall can help in-
form the public of the high ethical busi-

ness standards practiced and promoted by 
Rotarians. 

So as we prepare to celebrate our centen-
nial, let us use vocational service to LEND 

A HAND to all communities in need at home 
and abroad. As the German Goethe tells us 

“Treat People as if they are what they 
ought to be and you will help them to be-
come, what they are capable of being”. 

yours Harold 

(Apologies for any Errors & Omissions)  

Guess Who’s coming to Dinner? 

 

Due to the festive season 
rapidly approaching, this 

event will be continued from 
February, 

Those wishing to host a din-
ner please contact Glennis. 

 

Bookings: Glennis Thomas 5449 7565 
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On 15 October, Past District Governor Bizuneh 
handed over to the Ethiopian health ministry 20 
motorbikes, 25 generators, two motorboats, and 
250 handheld microphones. Procured with funds 
from the PolioPlus Partners program, the equipment 
is aimed at strengthening mobilization, immunization 
activities, and surveillance efforts. 

Rotary has contributed a total of US$5.7 million to 
polio eradication efforts in Ethiopia. 

tional PolioPlus Committee. "We are grateful for the 
assistance of the visiting Rotarians. Though surveil-
lance isn't 100 percent yet, I hope that our efforts 
will contribute [toward] certifying Ethiopia polio-
free." 

Seattle, Washington, USA, Rotarian Ezra Teshome 
led the team of visiting volunteers. "Today, half of 
the world's population lives in polio-free areas. I'm 
especially encouraged by the progress made in 
eliminating this disease from my original homeland 
of Ethiopia," says Teshome. "However, it is vital 
that we continue our efforts to reach every child 
with the vaccine if we are to achieve a world with-
out polio."  

Ethiopia's President Girma Wolde-Giorgis hosted a 
ceremony in honour of the visiting Rotarians at the 
presidential palace in Addis Ababa on 19 October. 
Through them, he extended Ethiopia's appreciation 
and thanks to all health professionals, partners, and 
allies, who have made commendable efforts, includ-
ing risking life and limb, to enable the country fulfil 
its pledge to the international community to eradi-
cate polio from Ethiopia.  

"In keeping up our participation in the polio-
eradication campaign, our ultimate goal is to ensure 
the ownership of expanded program on immuniza-
tion," said the president. "What makes this year's 
SNIDs special is that there are amongst us 100 Ro-
tarians who travelled across an ocean and continent 
from the United States, Canada, and Europe to sup-
port our effort to eradicate polio from Ethiopia." 

To recognize his support for the global polio eradi-
cation initiative, a delegation of Rotarians pre-
sented a Paul Harris Fellow pin and certificate to 
Ethiopia's Prime Minister Meles Zenawi on 15 Octo-
ber. According to an Ethiopian News Agency report, 
Zenawi praised Rotary for its contribution to im-
proving living conditions in his country through polio 
eradication and other health initiatives. 

The US$1.45 million cost of the SNIDs has been 
largely underwritten by contributions from Rotary 
International, the United States Government 
through the Centres for Disease Control, US 
Agency for International Development, and the 
Japanese government. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Islamic organization renews commitment 
to polio eradication 
Heads of state of the 57-member Organization of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC) have adopted a reso-
lution to eradicate polio in the remaining polio-
endemic OIC countries.  

The resolution, presented during the 10th session 
of the Islamic Summit Conference held 11-18 Octo-
ber in Putrajaya, Malaysia, urges the countries to 
accelerate efforts to wipe out the polio virus. It 
also calls on the international community, including 
OIC member states and philanthropic organizations 
in the Islamic world, to raise funds necessary to 
halt transmission of the virus completely by 2005. 

Six of the world's seven polio-endemic countries 
are OIC members: Nigeria, Pakistan, Egypt, Af-
ghanistan, Niger, and Somalia. Leaders in the global 
fight against polio welcomed the landmark resolu-
tion by the OIC. 

"OIC countries have demonstrated their resolve to 
protect their children against polio, with 51 of its 
57 member states already polio-free," said Dr 
David Heymann, representative of the World 
Health Organization's Director-General for Polio 
Eradication, in addressing the summit conference. 
"However, the remaining endemic countries are also 
endangering children in polio-free areas. Three pre-
viously polio-free OIC countries have been rein-
fected this year, demonstrating again how impor-
tant it is that we finish the job." 

"Rotary's 1.2 million members are dedicated to wip-
ing out polio, having committed volunteer support 
and well over US$500 million to this effort," said 
Jonathan Majiyagbe, president of Rotary Interna-
tional. "The OIC resolution is an important step to 
protecting the world's collective investment in the 
eradication initiative."  



 

 

Bulletin Information: 

Ph: 5473 5939 e-mail: joewells@lagunabay.net  FAX: 5474 8665            
Mail to: 24 Banksia Ave NOOSA HEADS QLD 4567         

Any contributions or suggestions from members welcome, deadline for inclusion in 
the following week is 3pm the previous Friday. 

  

The Four 
Way Test 

Is it the Truth?        
Is it fair to all concerned?             
Will it build Goodwill and 
better Friendship?       
Will it be beneficial to all? 

Advance Australia 
Fair  

 Australians all let us rejoice                  
For we are young and free                    

We’ve golden soil and wealth for 
toil  our home is girt by sea            

Our land abounds in nature gifts                 
Of beauty rich and rare             

In history’s page let every stage,            
Advance Australia Fair                     

In joyful strains then let us sing,            
Advance Australia Fair 

Rotary Grace 

For Good Food  
Good Fellowship,               
and the Opportunity         
to Serve in Rotary        
We give thanks to our 
Lord 

Amen 

Local Rotary Clubs 

Cooroy    Mon 18:30  Cooroy RSL Club, Maple St          
Noosa    Thurs 18:30  Tewantin-Noosa RSL Club, Memorial Ave    
Noosa Heads Daybreak  Thurs 07:00  Noosa Springs, Links Drive  

UNICEF Deputy Executive Director Kul Gautam 
congratulated the OIC on its decision, calling it a 
vital step toward a major victory for children of 
the Islamic world. "No country is safe from polio if 
its neighbours are not," said Gautam. "This disease 
continues to wreak havoc and cost countries mil-
lions of dollars wherever it appears; but common 
purpose and common action will be the swiftest 
route to a polio-free world for all of us."  

The OIC resolution on polio eradication responds 
to concerns raised by many OIC countries at the 
World Health Assembly in May 2003 about the 
risk that transmission of the virus anywhere poses 
to polio-free countries. The OIC resolution also 
follows reaffirmation of commitments to eradicate 
polio made by leaders of the African Union and G8 
countries at their respective summits earlier in 
2003. 

(Continued from page 5)  Latest Polio Figures: 

  2001 2002 2003 

Total Cases 483 1918 210 

Number of         
Countries:    14        9      8 

India (the Highest) 268  1600    88 

Nigeria    56    202    73 

Pakistan    19      90    41 

• 209 countries are now Polio FREE 

• 134 countries have been certified Polio 
Free 

• Zambia, Algeria, Georgia, Bulgaria, Burkina 
Faso are under investigation. 

• Mauritannia has a Wild Virus of unkown 
origin. 


